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APPELIATE DRCISIONS IN NOVOSIBIRSK COURT NOT DISSEMINATED;
SOMECASES TRIED WITHOUT DEFENSE COURSEL

Sidorcv, Presldent of the Novosibirsk Oblact Court, has prepared numerous
gtaterwnts on criminal and civil cuses which have had to go ihrough complainte
and reopenings coileziums after trial in the peovple’s courts. The Administration
of the Miniptry of Justice of Novosibirsk Oblast, however, dces not make practical
use of these stetements. In general, thc people’. assessors of the cblast are
unfamilisr with their contents.

The Adminietration s equally lax in giving instructions to the people's
arBesscrs. FKnyazev, director of the Aiministration, 1e apperently not cooperating
with the President of the Otlast Court.

Assessor duty in the Novosibirsk Oblast Court is a 1little better organized
than that in the Smolensk Otlast Corwrt, since only one assesscr, rather than two,
1§ attached to a people’s julge at oue time. The Novomibirsk Ohlast Cowrt,
however, has & serious shortcoming in common vith tns Smelensk Oplest Jourt: the
people's Judge rever knovs who 18 to he attached to him for duty; ncr when
to expect him. The judge, therefore, cannot properly prevare nimself before-
kand, nor knov to what to direct tke asgeseor's main attention when he does
arrive.

The Aiministration of the Ministry of Justice must rectify thie situatiom.
It mst give the Oblast Administration a dsfinite schedule of duty for pecple's
assessors. The Administration of the Oblast Court must then present this plan
to the people’s judges and attach a people’s sssessor for duty with the Judge
vho i@ studying the cases of this particular people's assessor. In the majority
of cepes this 1s not being dons.

Another defect lies in the fact that the ps.ple’s assessors bag'd their
terms of duty without a definite work plan, This must be worked out by the
Adminigtration of the Ministry of Jusiice. Terms of duty are often not
complsted bacauze the people’s aswessor 18 called buck to work a fow days after
the stert of hia iuty. Feople's assessors Shubinyy, felentsova, and others have
been relieved in this manner.
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There have been instances in which the attention of the Oblast Admimistration
has besn spsecifically called to shortcomings in an assessor’'s term of duty, and
yot. the Administration hes taken no action. It was reported, for instance, at
a meeting 'of oblaet people‘s Judges that assessor Denisova bad shown complete
ignorance of the elementary principles of crimipal and civil law during her term .
of duty. Knyazev, dlrector of the Administration, wae present at the mesting,
and. yet took wo eubsequent measures to raise Denisova‘s qualifications. The
resiilte of her work later proved deplorablie. : ‘

The collegium of the Oblast Court has found it necessgary to pass Bumerous
#pactal judgments on legal Procsdural infringements committed by assessors.
Since thes: . judgments Jo not necessarily result in reversal of decision or
change of sentence, the Adminigtration of the Ministry of Justice sees fit
ao ignore them.

A parcicularl:r large number of special Judgmsnts 3i¥e passed on infringe-
ments of Article 34 of thne Criminal Code, in which peoplé's 'ocurts, when
".pussing & Bemtence of over dne yefr ‘s loss of freedom, fail to consider the
. ‘aspect of’ debarring the offender from ceftain other righte, Articles 79 and
80 of e UK, .._nvo.vung nsgligence in recording of prelimimry hearings aund
ccurt - gesvsions, and property confiecqtion by the court where authorized by the
article, ‘are alwo ‘frequent subjects for speclal commernt. )

Admintetration Director Knyazev 1s permiiting habitual infringements
deepite the fact thet these specle’ Julgments are referred to him, It
has peen pouinted cuc .o him that certein casea are being tried without benefit
of defenss counsel, although at the preliminery nearings it has been dstermined
that the case 18 cne to be heard with a prosecuting attorney and a deferse
counsel, The Admiristration does not ect. Kryzhevatkine, assessor of Kach-
kovskiy Fayon, has cabitually violated Article 34 of the Crim.nal Codo. Despite
special jJudgments in every came Of violation, the Administration has done nothing
about 1it,

Foor legal preparatior of cases and in2dequate examiration of case data
account for most decisiom reversals,

People‘s agmessors must attach more importance to civil casee which far
sutnnmber the criminal cases going through the cowrts.
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